This month we are having our “Missions Month,” dhd question isWhy? Why are we
having this special month and asking others to conamd share God’s Word from the
perspective of their corner of the missionary werlid it to just “punch the mission’s
ticket” so we can saywe do missions t§@ Perhaps it is so | can have several Sundays
off from preaching. No. These are not the reasdmpefully not even close.

Actually there are at least two very specific reasts.
1) To highlight what God is doing here and abraos¢ia builds His Kingdom.
2) To change OUR mindset from “missions istfegn and “missions is a funded
budget item for that ministry team to worry abotat®our church becoming
“missional in its DNA.

This month | will address #1 above, and next montfl discuss #2.

Why is it important to highlight with passion anowger God’s activities around the world?
By declaring here at The Bridge God'’s grace andgrdtwoughout the world, we shift our
focus from: “That is over there in some foreign oy and we are here,” to being caught
up in the excitement and infected with missionaivity. We will think and be missional
today and tomorrow-- it's not fahembut forme

You see Jesus’ command to “Go and make disciples’te theentire church (not the
building or ministry team). This includes you and. In Acts 1:8 we read that we are to
start locally then expand out into the nationserigone has seen the influential power of
excitement. Anything we brag about to others walich on. Then they want to participate
(think of your favorite movie and how you love &l tothers about it), and it just snowballs
into a movement from that point. Why do you thih& book of Acts has so many ac-
counts of theanumberof people who came to Christ? To encourage tHg elaurch as well
as the present-day church that Christ is active tha Holy Spirit has power.

My prayer is that all of you reading this catch teeer of participating with God as He
builds His Church. Get caught up in a God who salapraved, sinful people because He
loves and because He chose to do so. When wecfutiyprehend how great His grace is,
and how much He loves us, in spite of our sin arlition; we will want to share this with
everyone we meet!

- February 16 Valentine’s Banquet at Presbyterianlé€l® Bookstore
- February 24, 5:30 pm Hope Flight #224 in the Saacy

- Power in Prayer, Tuesdays (2/5 2/12 2/26)

- Watchmen on the Wall Prayer Vigil (2/19)

- Ladies Bible Study, Tuesdays at 10:00 am

- Inquirer’s Class: 3/2 3/9 and 3/16 from 9:30:19



Hope Flight #224

Come and celebrate with us the February 24th at 5:30 pm

call of missions by our Lord in
Matthew 28. Here at the Bridge,
we are setting aside a month to
focus on the work of missions,
here in the Upstate of South
Carolina and throughout the
world. Each Sunday we will
have a different preacher high-
lighting the work of Christ
throughout the world.

Because Christ is the only hope for
the world, we are celebrating the
spreading of His gospel here in the
Upstate and throughout the world!

Join us on our flight of imagination
as we travel to lands far and near,
witnessing the work of the church

up close and personall!!

Tickets and boarding passes must
be obtained prior to takeoff!!

It's been a while since you've seen the newslet®hat with the church growing every day, and
Sarah having her beautiful baby boy, and whatBoit here we are, reviving the newsletter to help stay
abreast of all the happenings here at The Bridge.

Each month, we will upload all the news to the sty and also provide a hard copy for you to pick
up in the sanctuary. It won't be perfect. Sinoenans will be writing, typing, editing, and pringiit; there
will be some mistakes. It will, however, keep yoformed and up to date. Visitors will have greate-
cess to the workings of the church. If you mi€uaday, you won't be totally out of the loop.

So please send your articles, pictures, blumnispancements...anything you want the church family
to know about to Dori Abbott by the 15th of evergmth for publication in the next month’s newsletter

Please don’t contact Greg, Kevin, Spencer, or Saln with your news. Email it to Dori Abbott
essaygrader@yahoo.com

ROCKIN YOUR BELIEF SYSTEM Widow's Watchmen The Joy Group
6:30 - 8:00 In March the Sr. Highs will be serving The Jr. High girls lead by Rachel has
Last 3 Sundays of every month. widows by doing yard work, praying with been meeting and finished blankets to
. them, planting flowers and ultimately the  take to the Summit Retirement Center.
Jr. Highs love of Jesus all over the Anderson These are surprise Valentine’s gifts dis-
7:00 — 8:30 area... There will be games and much fun  tributed Wed. 13th to local residence

by the campfire all weekend.
First 3 Wednesdays of the month at the y pH W

Hock's Basement of fun!



Have you been by the nursery lately? If so, yay imave noticed som
changes. Doris Shipp has been diligently labowith a small crew of volun-
teers to refurbish the space for the smallest mesnddehe church family. So
far, the walls have been painted, and new toys haee purchased. Doris has set up centers insfgast
one, big room full of random toys. Now, toddlesnwisit the art center, the media center, theingackn-
ter, or the imaginative play center. If you wantedhelp, but didn’t know how, here’s your chand@bn-
tact Doris and volunteer to recover the fabricloa¢hairs, or help paint a mural on the wall, @redonate
money in the offering plate (designate “nursery'tb@ memo line). If nothing else, stop by andakthe

wonderful, new changes!

Church Office: 967-2986 the bridge@thebridgearjorg
Pastor Greg Conover: 967-2986 gregc@thebridgeaqrg
Director of Administration, Kevin Stone 967-2986kevinmstone@hotmail.com
Youth Pastor, Spencer Swain 967-2986 spencerth@bridgearp.org
Women’s Ministries, Chris Conover 967-2986 con@rsinmx@hotmail.com
Prayer Chain/Greeters, Bob Crombie 963-9099 Ibstar4@juno.com
Praise Team , Boo Beaty 238-4201

Brent Turner bturner@arpsynod.org
Children’s Church, Laurie Gill 967-2986
Nursery, Doris Shipp dee0918@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor, Dori Abbott essaygrader@yaho@om




The mission of the Bridge is to embrace those ataim equip the saints, Transformation — Progres-

and engage the lost. Cell groups are an intenteffiait to create an atmo gjye growth in Christ is evi-

phere where all of these aspects of our missiota&iag place. dent in my group members.
Compassion— Mutual care

The vision for each cell group is to foster a platere relationships are for my group is lived out.
built in community with the goal of reaching a pioivhere each member Community — Fellowship
able to serve others and glorify God with the giftparted by the Spirit. t@kes on a biblical meaning

Each person, then will be growing in Christ likenies in my group.
Service— Group members

. ) . contribute to the body ac-
Cell groups are more than a Bible study — theynaleoming, authentic, cording to their spiritual

extended families, where friends pray for frieratsdl neighbors bear eacl gjftedness

other’s burdens. Mission — Group members

. engage the lost for the sake
In Acts 2, the early church not only met in the péencourts, but also hou: 5¢ the gospel.

to house. Similarly today, we meet in the churchdmng to worship and
receive teaching and inspiration, and meet ingrellips to share life with each other. We will aslai our
mission by striving to meet our cell group objeetivn the lives of each of our members.

Current Cell Groups

John and Lisa Carenen  Bob Crombie Simpsonville Love and Respect 7:00 PM Every Sunday
David and Trish Hock Greg Conover  Simpsonville Love and Respect 7:00 PM Every Wednesday
Kevin and Jackie Stone  Kevin Stone Simpsonville Love and Respect 7.00 PM Every Tuesday
Boo Beaty Barry Douglas  Mauldin Galatians O7EM Every Friday
Ric and Edie Routh Ric Routh Rutherfordton NC dBahs TBA Sunday Evenings
Paul & Myra Westberry Paul Westberry Simpsonville Feeder Group Monthly Sundays 5 pm
Men'’s Bible Study Ric Routh The Church Luth&@mmentary

on Galatians 10.00 AM Every Wednesday

Women's Bible Study Chris Conover  The Church &¥eng the Heart 10:00 AM Every Tuesday




