Last month | wrote about the first reason thatharee our missions month.
| said it is so that we can hear about God’s sawark throughout the world ,and
get excited about His ongoing work today throughbetworld. This month | will
address the issue bécoming missionaas a church. What is a “missional”
church?

First, it's different than an “evangelistic” chlticc An evangelistic church
tends to put an emphasis on programs and funditigvamgelistic ministry” for a
select few; whereasmissionalchurch creates an atmosphere where believers and
non-believers alike are welcome. An evangelidtigrch (EC from now on) tends
to have a Christian “sub-culture” where the memiseesak their own language,
have their own music, and ways to dress. Whenesomcomes to Christ, he
adapts to that sub-culture or he doesn't fit kin EC uses words that are for inside
the church, and creates an atmosphere of “we gs'tbr “we good people” and
“you bad people”. Most of the time this is notentional, but it works itself to this
end.

A missionalchurch understands that starting point of the nelreter and
his worldview, and they work to speak so as tomeenstood (think Acts 17 or go-
ing to Mexico andot learning Spanish!). Anissionalchurch (MC from now on)
understands that the church has some problemsdrésd of Paul’s epistles) , and
therefore doesn’t create a “we vs. them” atmosph@reMC understands who is
in front of them (at worship and outside the walishe church), is not program-
based, but is consciousness of serving all pecfihey seek to create a commu-
nity that the lostvantto join. We as anissional church will use language that all
can understand, play music that is not alien, eaple with dignity, display art-
work that shows God’s creativity, provide the bastdcare around, and work to
provide Christian resources for the problems that® humans face.

Where do we start? Not with guilt and getting yosign up for some pro-
gram. We start with Jesus. We praise Him forddilvation, and look at others
who are lost and ask ourselves, “What will it tédehim or her tovantto hear
about Christ?” “What are the obstacles that géthé@way?” Remember it was the
worst that came running to Christ in the Gospets tine “cleaned up” Pharisees.
An MC has the heart of Christ, “becoming all thingsll people so that some
might be saved.” We’re on our way!



Hope Flight 224

A Great Success!

Our flight around the world was wonderful! Undee texpert direction of our tou
guide Lisa Carenen; and with the expert abilitiesuw pilot, Bob Crombie, We
visited New Mexico, California, China, Spain, Pa&is Wales, and Greenville. We heard from sevarsd
sionaries about God’s work around the world. Tbetly served as flight attendants. Didn’t they lcoke in
their “uniforms?”




We all have the opportunity to benefit the younigeembers of our
church family. On March 9th, immediately after thership service, the chur
will hold a nursery shower. You are invited to eand bring gently used toy.,
books, appropriate videos, wipes, diapers, etauserin the nursery. If you have items you wistdoate,
please bring them to the shower. If you can’t miake the shower, contact Doris Shipp to makerayea

ments. Her info is on the back page of this netiesle

The Bridge is a church that really believes ingbever of prayer. We have several opportunities
during the week for people to pray. One of thggeootunities is the e-mail Prayer Chain. As retgies
praises come to me, | send them out to those wdhorathe Prayer Chain. It is really neat to knbat t
about 50 individuals and homes are immediatelytedeand can begin to pray for those needs or ejaic
those praises. Several people have respondedutiag their need or crisis, they were very awaed t
people were praying for them. If you are on thay@r Chain, THANK YOU! If you are not on the Praye
Chain, but would like to be added, please sendmeraail, and | will include you in the prayer der
Thanks for praying.!
Bob Crombiebobstar4@juno.comOr, 864-963-9099.

3/9 Nursery Shower immediately following the wapskervice
3/20 Agape dinner See Winnie Reynolds for detalle-issional...invite someome!
3/23 Easter Sunday—Invite Someone to church!



All times and dates for meetings and special evesnisbe found dittp://www.thebridgearp.org/youth/youth-
calendar/We have movie and challenge night, bowling, ntigisvith Widows Watchmen, another Joy Group
ministry outing at the orphanage, and much morell ALPART OF LIVING IT OUT which ties into our
studies for March.

IT'S EASY TO CLAIM GOD’S ON YOUR SIDE, to say thgbur tight with “the Man upstairs.” But
saying your a Christian--even saying that you beli@ God--and LIVING IT OUT are two different tigs.
So maybe your not a “stoner” or beer guzzler. Maytne don’t do anything outrageously wrong, and trgu
your best to be a good Christian. Whatever the,clsres is about to “Rock Our Belief System.”

The book might as well be called the “Live It Obtiok. Because here, James doesn’t cut you any
slack. He’s not buying into the idea that Chrissi@an say one thing and then act the oppositeaides the
bar on what it means to be a follower of Christhisibook (literally), just saying you believe isgbod
enough. He says, “...because when he [us] has #tedédst, he will receive the crown of life thatdGhas
promised to those who love him.” (James 1:12).

But James doesn’t leave you hanging. He doessttt@ll you to “do” Christianity without explaining
what it is_you neetb be doing. Before we began this study, we hadchtierstand this; we know the apostle
Paul wrote a major part of the NT. Paul houndetherfact that you don’t become a Christian by theds
you do.You CAN'T work your way into heaven. Justified, s&ys, it's your believinthat gets you right with
God not your doing

James takes the flip side. He says there carttuleebelieving without also doing. They're NOT mutu
ally exclusive however; they're perfectly complint&ty. You can’t have one without the other. Rathan
taking the legalistic approach, James simply s&ysy... you wanna be like Christ? Then act like i€t If
your game for James, get ready to have your b&jgem rocked. Much of what James says seemseupsid
down and no, he wasn’t on a sugar buzz. Jesusrsmg of the same things. “Those who are first, balllast
and the last first.” “Whoever wants to be the geeatust first be a servant.” Whoever wants to sasdife
must first loose it.” Hold on to your bootstragssus is taking us for a ride!
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Our biggest news from our Youth Group
IS our newest member—
Cameron lvana Swain!!!!




John and Lisa Carenen  Bob Crombie Simpsonville Love and Respect 7:00 PM Every Sunday

David and Trish Hock Greg Conover  Simpsonville Love and Respect 7:00 PM Every Wednesday
Kevin and Jackie Stone  Kevin Stone Simpsonville Love and Respect 7.00 PM Every Tuesday
Boo Beaty Barry Douglas  Mauldin Galatians O7EM Every Friday
Ric and Edie Routh Ric Routh Rutherfordton NC dBahs TBA Sunday Evenings
Paul & Myra Westberry  Paul Westberry Simpsonville Feeder Group Monthly Sundays 5 pm
Men'’s Bible Study Ric Routh The Church Luth&@@mmentary

on Galatians 10.00 AM Every Wednesday
Women's Bible Study Chris Conover  The Church &¥e@ng the Heart 10:00 AM Every Tuesday

Church Office: 967-2986 the bridge@thebridgeagp.

Pastor Greg Conover: 967-2986 gregc@thebridgmarp

Director of Administration, Kevin Stone 967-29&@vinmstone@hotmail.com
Youth Pastor, Spencer Swain 967-2986 spendbet@dgearp.org
Women’s Ministries, Chris Conover 967-2986 cagrsinmx@hotmail.com

Prayer Chain/Greeters, Bob Crombie 963-909%stan4@juno.com
Praise Team , Boo Beaty 238-4201

Brent Turner bturner@arpsynod.org
Children’s Church, Laurie Gill 967-2986
Nursery, Doris Shipp dee0918@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor, Dori Abbott essaygrader@yabom




