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���������	� Who Am I? 
 

 Who in the world am I?  The marketing geniuses say I am a “Marlboro Man” or 

the “sensitive man” who runs 10 miles a day and buys flowers for his wife.  I am also the 

one who works too hard, yet needs the Jaguar or Mercedes car to be “complete.”   The 

woman is the one who, “brings home the bacon, fries it up in a pan and never forgets to 

tell me I am her man.”  Life can be confusing as the world tells us who we should be. 

 Yet the reality is;  the church can be just as confusing.  “You’re not a real Chris-

tian unless you listen to ‘xyz’ type of music.”  “You’re not a Christian unless your hair is 

a certain length.”  “You’re not really worshiping God unless you wear the clothes of 

which I approve.”  To be a real Christian, “you must read the Bible daily, give 20% of 

your income to the church,  and teach at all opportunities.”  “You must obey the rules 

that God and I have put before you.” 

 These are the things we do to each other.  Paul says we’re “preaching/teaching 

another gospel.”  Not the pure Gospel of Christ, but one that says, “Christ plus some-

thing.”  Christ plus my works so that God accepts me and keeps me, or so that you accept 

me.  We believe that salvation is by grace, but we live as if our Christian life is now up 

to our works and effort.  We try to relate to God (be accepted by Him) through rules and 

not through Christ.  Yet our righteousness is found in Christ alone!  It is His righteous-

ness we have, not our own (2 Cor. 5:21).  We can stop trying, and just be.  Steve McVey 

says in his book, Grace Rules, “Until a person knows he has died to the law, he will at-

tempt to relate to Jesus through the law system.  That will never work.  God’s primary 

concern is not our doing, but our being [italics mine].” 

 When we grasp the real idea that we are born-again, we know that our old self 

died!  We are a new creation and we now live in Christ and Christ in us (2 Cor 5:17 & 

Col 2:13-15).  It is He who works through us “the One who called you [Jesus] is faithful, 

and He will do it.” (I Thess. 5:24).  McVey again says: “When a Christian knows that he 

is free from the law [earning God’s approval and trying to be good], he will discover that 

God’s indwelling Spirit will motivate him to serve based on his relationship to Jesus, not 

because of external demands to perform.” 

 So who am I?  I am a child of the living God and made right, whole, perfect in 

Him.  Nothing can take that away, and I can’t add a thing to what and who He is.  I can 

quit trying and so can you! 
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What is the primary emphasis of a cell group: discipleship or caring?   

Kevin:  Both! It is our desire to emphasize each appropriately, and this will vary from group to group. We want to 
disciple people – teach them, and help them develop spiritual disciplines, understand the Christian faith, and eventu-
ally disciple others. Cell groups are also there to care for people – pray for them, encourage them, and meet their 
needs for fellowship with others. To know and be known! 

How many people make up a cell group? 

Kevin:  We aim for groups to be between 4 and 12 members. When a group grows larger than 12, it becomes diffi-
cult to adequately care for everyone’s needs. It also becomes easier for some members to get lost. In addition, group 
discussions occur more openly in smaller groups. 

How do I get members in my group? 

Kevin:  Invite those in church that are not currently attending a cell group. Also invite neighbors, friends, co-
workers, or relatives. 

How do we handle childcare in our group?  

Kevin:  you may consider rotating childcare responsibility with members of the group, or everyone chip in a few 
dollars to hirer a babysitter, or possibly someone in the youth may be looking for a way to serve the body and be 
willing to baby sit. 

How do I decide what our group should study? 

Kevin:  The Bridge has a brochure with study options, but if there is something else you have in mind, please con-
tact me. 

Do I have to be a great teacher to lead a cell group? 

Kevin:  No, there are many qualities of a successful leader that do not include the gift of teaching, Some of the studies 
have DVDs of people teaching and/or leader helps.  

How long should a good meeting last? 

Kevin:  Long enough to engage the group. Most groups meet 90 minutes. Don’t feel like you have to bring every meet-
ing to perfect closure.  
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APRIL 6 LYNETTE JENNINGS      WYNNIE REYNOLDS 
  BROOKE JENNINGS      SPENCER WILSON 
  HANNAH JENNINGS      OLIVIA GERMAN 
   
APRIL 13 CHRIS CONOVER      DAVID SHIPP 
  GARRET CONOVER      DORIS SHIPP 
  KEVIN STONE       HEIDI PETTIT 
   
APRIL 20 SHELLEY DOTSON      EMILY VANDALEN 
  MARILYNN CAMPELL      LAURA VANDALEN 
  RACHEL WESTBERRY      IVY WILSON 
   
APRIL 27 NECHELLE BEATY      KATHY PETTIT 
  BOO BEATY       EDIE ROUTH 
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 � � � � �  ��������������!!!!!!!!!!!!  
 

The Bridge is a church that really believes in the power of prayer.  We have several opportunities during the 
week for people to pray.  One of those opportunities is the e-mail Prayer Chain.  As requests or praises 
come to me, I send them out to those who are on the Prayer Chain.  It is really neat to know that about 50 
individuals and homes are immediately alerted and can begin to pray for those needs or rejoice in those 
praises.  Several people have responded that during their need or crisis, they were very aware that people 
were praying for them.  If you are on the Prayer Chain, THANK YOU!  If you are not on the Prayer Chain, 
but would like to be added, please send me an e-mail, and I will include you in the prayer alerts.  Thanks for 
praying!  Bob Crombie  bobstar4@juno.com.  Or, 864-963-9099. 
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���� Well I don’t know about you but one of the first things that comes to my mind is “for me;” yet that’s not 
really why we should pray... or is it?  
    Prayer is, or should be, to the believer, essentially what breathing is to every human being. The re-
nowned preacher, Charles Spurgeon, once said, “Prayer should be the key of the day and the lock of the 
night.” Prayer allows you to thank God, praise and worship him for all that he has done and will do. He ab-
solutely LOVES to hear from us! But guess what? God makes it a two-way street!  So, “Yes” I say, “prayer 
is about me,” and “Yes” I say, “prayer is not about me.” There he goes again, Spencer’s lost his mind. 
Truly, if God knows everything then why does it matter if we pray or don’t pray?  
 The first thing that comes to my mind is Gen. 18, 19 where a guy called Abraham was praying to 
God not to wipe out Sodom because he didn’t want his nephew Lot to die. Can you believe this?  Abraham 
had the nerve to barter with God. We all know the story. In the end, Abraham’s prayers mattered, God 
changed his mind and because of his mercy, Abraham’s nephew Lot’s life was saved. But did you know 
that this was not the first time Abraham had put his tail on the line for Lot?  Read Gen 14! Why should we 

pray – BECAUSE WE MATTER to God.    
 We also pray because we should be concerned about the rescue of our family and friends from the 
path of corruption (as God kept his covenant with Abraham).  As we see, God sometimes spares the 
wicked for the sake of the righteous. It’s in Scripture, read it (Gen. 18:26). Did Lot know right from wrong? 
SURE he did! Peter described him as a “righteous man” (2 Peter 2:7).  Maybe the question should now be, 
“What part of prayer are you talking about?” Petitioning,  is perhaps the most prominent form of prayer ex-
pressed throughout the Bible.. There is wisdom in following the New Testament pattern, that is, Jesus 
teaches us that petitions to the Father are to be made in Christ’s name. Praying for ourselves is ok, when 
what we ask stems from the proper motives. We have learned this in the book of James:  
 

1)  James 1:6       “But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a  
         wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.” 

2) James 4:3        “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may 
         spend what you get on your pleasures.” 

3) James 5: 16-18    “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may                                 
             be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. Elijah was a  
             man just like us. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the 

            land for three and a ���������	
� Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and 

            the earth produced its crops.”   

�

May God bless your prayers; for in Jesus name, and without a doubt in your heart, YOU MATTER 
to God and so does everyone you come into contact w ith! Let it RAIN as God Almighty reigns!   
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� Church Office:  967-2986   the bridge@thebridgearp.org 
 Pastor Greg Conover: 967-2986   gregc@thebridgearp.org   

 Director of Administration, Kevin Stone  967-2986  kevinmstone@hotmail.com 

 Youth Pastor,  Spencer Swain  967-2986   spencers@thebridgearp.org 

 Women’s Ministries, Chris Conover  967-2986  conoversinmx@hotmail.com 

 Prayer Chain/Greeters,  Bob Crombie  963-9099   bobstar4@juno.com 
 Praise Team , Boo Beaty 238-4201   Brent Turner   bturner@arpsynod.org 

 Children’s Church, Laurie Gill  967-2986 

 Nursery, Doris Shipp  dee0918@hotmail.com 

 Newsletter Editor, Dori Abbott   bridgenewsletter@gmail.com 
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    “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may                                 


